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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">the previous night, with other units, they had been<BR>dragging the heavy guns through the October mud<BR>of seventeenth-century English roads, but now, having<BR>moved on by day in advance of their companions,<BR>they stood firmly to break Rupert's onset as he was<BR>returning to the relief of the hard-pressed royal body*<BR>guard. The King's aides urged Charles to fly from<BR>the field, pleading that either his death or his capture<BR>was inevitable if he remained. Charles, gallant<BR>again, refused. He even attempted to place himself<BR>in person at the head of his reserves and lead a last<BR>hope against Essex in the centre. From this he was<BR>restrained almost by force. The return of Rupert,<BR>checked though it had been by Hampden, had,<BR>however, impeded the decisive stroke that the Puritan<BR>infantry seemed to be on the point of delivering, and<BR>as night closed in, and it was impossible any longer<BR>to distinguish friends from foes, the battle was at a<BR>deadlock.</FONT><BR>\
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